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B-3002 - B-3006 1840-1850/1870's 
32-4 W. Montgomery St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private and public access 

This side of W. Montgomery St. includes the Ebenezer African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the first black church congregation to be established in 
the Federal Hill area. The Romanesque Revival style church was built in 1848 
but the current appearance is the result of remodelings in the late 1860's and 
1890's. The facade is now covered with formstone. To the east of the church, 
at 18 W. Montgomery St. there is a three story high, two bay wide Italianate-
style parish house, also now covered with formstone, and to the west of the 
church, at 32 W. Montgomery St. there is a three story, three bay wide brick 
Italianate-style combination commercial/residential structure built 
contemporaneously with the corner building at 735-737 S. Hanover St. At the 
eastern end of the block there are two pairs of early brick houses dating 
from the 1840's, which are the only survivors of a group of similar houses 
that originally lined this side of the street. 8-10 W. Montgomery St. are 
three story, gable-roofed houses, two bays wide; 6 W. Montgomery St. is a 
typical two story plus attic , two bay wide brick house, with a two story 
high, one room deep side addition at 4 W. Montgomery St. 
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The original, gable-roofed section of this Romanesque Revival style church 
was built in 1848 of brick. The central tower section was added after the Civil War. 
At some later point the facade was covered with formstone. 

The church is about 50' wide and occupies a lot 91 1/2' deep. The building is 
simply designed with a long nave set beneath a gable roof running back perpendicular 
to the street. Sachse's 1858 Bird's Eye View of Baltimore shows the original church 
building as having a high basement and three arched windows at the second and third 
floor levels, but with no corner turrets or central tower. By 1869 the corner turrets 
have appeared but the central tower is still not in evidence. 

Today, the main decorative feature of the church is the central tower, which 
projects several feet from the main facade. The tower is marked at its center by 
a large stained glass window set beneath a round arched lintel. Above this tall 
window there are four narrow rectangular lights set beneath a single narrow round 
arched window marking the peak of the gable roof behind the tower. The upper portion 
of the tower is square in shape with a flat roof. There is no steeple. Each face 
of the tower has three narrow round arched windows filled with blinds. The triple, 
round arched window design is repeated on the facade of the church, with a row of 
three tall, narrow windows located on either side of the building flanking the central 
tower. These windows are filled with stained glass panels. Below them, three rectangular 
windows of varying sizes, also filled with stained glass, mark the first floor level 
of the facade. All of the sills of the various windows are of rustic stonework, a 
part, however, of the formstone covering. 

The entrance has a wide round arched lintel supported by "stone" piers that 
are actually a part of the entrance framing, but which have elaborately carved leafy 
stone capitals. The doorway lintel, and those of the round-arched windows, give 
the appearance of cut stonework, but in actuality are merely formstone,aas are the 
bands of rustic "stone" trim that mark the second and third floor levels of the facade. 
The deep "stone" band marking the cornice of the gable-roofed nave is also formstone. 
Two flat roofed corner turrets frame the nave space. The basement area of the facade 
is faced with cut stone and the church property is framed by a handsome cast iron 
fence. 
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This building is of great significance to the Federal Hill community as being 
the first black church established in the area. The congregation has continuously 
worshipped at this site since 1848. The church plays an important role in the 
life of the black community of the area and its leaders work actively to better 
the living conditions and social welfare of the area's black residents. 
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